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Web page title
index.html

HTML CSS

CASCADE

I'm a header
h1 { color: blue; } 

p { color: red; } 

input { color: pink; } 

h1 { color: green; }
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Web page title
index.html

HTML CSS

<html> 
<head> 
<link rel="stylesheet" href="styles.css"> 
<style> 
h1 { color: blue; } 
</style> 
</head> 

<body> 
<h1 style="color: green">I'm a header</h1> 
</body> 
</html>

CASCADE

I'm a header
h1 { color: red; }
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HTML CSS

Browser

SPECIFICITY

<body> 
<header> 
  <h1>I'm a header</h1> 
</header> 
</body>

header h1 { color: green; } 
h1 { color: blue; }

Web page title
index.html

I'm a header

The h1 selector position is better for cascade, 

but header h1 prevails because is more specific.

READY TO USE CODE

http://www.inarocket.com
https://codepen.io/inarocket/pen/aboYgWj?editors=1100#0
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HTML CSS

Browser

SPECIFICITY

<head> 
<link rel="stylesheet" href="css/styles.css"> 
<style> 
  h1 { color: gray; } 
</style> 
</head> 
<body> 
<header> 
  <h1>I'm a header</h1> 
</header> 
</body>

header h1 { color: green; }

Web page title
index.html

I'm a header

(css/styles.css)

Should have priority due to 
cascading priority scheme

But this selector prevails 
because of its specificity

http://www.inarocket.com


CSS FUNDAMENTALS: Build a strong foundation by solving real cases inarocket.com

ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline 
(style attribute)

selector

0 000
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• I’m the first link of this list.

• I’m the second link of this list.

• I’m the third link of this list.

My links list

index.html

ul li a
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline 
(style attribute)

ul li a
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline 
(style attribute)

ul li a

0 300
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ul li a

.lk-list

• I’m the first link of this list.

• I’m the second link of this list.

• I’m the third link of this list.

My links list

index.html
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline 
(style attribute)

.lk-list

0 000
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline 
(style attribute)

.lk-list

1 000
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ul li a

.lk-list

#lk-list

• I’m the first link of this list.

• I’m the second link of this list.

• I’m the third link of this list.

My links list

index.html
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline 
(style attribute)

#lk-list

0 010
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CAUTION

ul li a

.lk-list

#lk-list { } 

<a style=""... • I’m the first link of this list.

• I’m the second link of this list.

• I’m the third link of this list.

My links list

index.html
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline 
(style attribute)

<a style=""...

0 000
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline 
(style attribute)

<a style=""...

0 001
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LET'S PLAY!
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline

html body div div h2

0 000
ElementClass 

Pseudo-class 
Attribute

IDInline

.header-important

0 000
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline

html body div div h2

0 500
ElementClass 

Pseudo-class 
Attribute

IDInline

.header-important

1 000
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline

#info

0 000
ElementClass 

Pseudo-class 
Attribute

IDInline

.box .info p

0 000
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline

#info

0 010
ElementClass 

Pseudo-class 
Attribute

IDInline

.box .info p

2 100
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline

ul#nav li.active a

0 000
ElementClass 

Pseudo-class 
Attribute

IDInline

#lk-special

0 000
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline

ul#nav li.active a

1 310
ElementClass 

Pseudo-class 
Attribute

IDInline

#lk-special

0 010
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline

#box ul li a

0 000
ElementClass 

Pseudo-class 
Attribute

IDInline

li a .lk-important

0 000
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ElementClass 
Pseudo-class 

Attribute

IDInline

#box ul li a

0 310
ElementClass 

Pseudo-class 
Attribute

IDInline

li a .lk-important

1 200

http://www.inarocket.com


CSS FUNDAMENTALS: Build a strong foundation by solving real cases inarocket.com

SPECIFICITY WARS

http://www.inarocket.com
https://stuffandnonsense.co.uk/archives/css_specificity_wars.html


CSS FUNDAMENTALS: Build a strong foundation by solving real cases inarocket.com

TOOLS: SPECIFICITY CALCULATOR

http://www.inarocket.com
https://specificity.keegan.st


CSS FUNDAMENTALS: Build a strong foundation by solving real cases inarocket.com

TOOLS: VISUAL STUDIO CODE

Just hover your pointer over a selector
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Learn front-end development at rocket speed
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Just direct, clear 

videos and slides. 

We respect your time
Code you can just copy & 
paste into your projects. 

Ready-to-use code
Actionable steps for creating 

real-world solutions.

Step-by-step guides
Subscription-free 

premium courses. 

No more subscriptions

by miguelsanchez.com



This work is licensed under 
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TRADEMARK DISCLOSURE 

This course is an independent initiative and is not affiliated, endorsed, sponsored, or officially connected with any of the trademarks mentioned in 
these educational materials. Trademarks, service marks, and logos used in this course belong to their respective owners.


The use of these marks in our course is solely for educational purposes and descriptive identification. It does not imply any association with the 
trademark holder or endorsement by them.


All information provided is intended as educational material and should not be taken as legal advice. If you have questions regarding the use of 
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